PLANNING MANIFESTO  
SOURCES OF INSPIRATION
(1) FROM “THE TUTELAR OF THE PLACE” BY DAVID JONES

Jones’s poem is an assault on the tick box mentality, on abstract thinking and the reign of quantity, in the shape of what he calls “the commissioners and assessors bearing the writs of the Ram to square the world-floor and number the tribes and write down the secret things and take away the diversities by which we are”. 

Jones’s appeal to the “queen of the differentiated sites, 
administratrix of the demarcations, 

she that loves place, time, demarcation, hearth, kin, enclosure,

 though she is but one mother of us all” continues:
“when they proscribe the diverse uses and impose
the rootless uniformities, pray for us.

when they sit in Consilium to liquidate the holy diversities,
mother of particular perfections, queen of otherness,
mistress of asymmetry, patroness of things counter, parti, pied, several,

empress of the labyrinth, receive our prayers.”

(in Agenda, Vol 5, 1967)
My inspiration here is twofold: first, the message, and secondly, Jones’s passionate prose. In the practice of traditional rhetoric these of course would be inextricably linked as part of one coded message: a plea for what Yeats’ described as “thinking in the blood”.

(2) FROM “CITIES IN EVOLUTION” BY PATRICK GEDDES

A similar theme is expressed by Patrick Geddes when he writes how

“large views in the abstract, as Aristotle* knew and thus compressedly said,  depend upon large views in the concrete. Forgetting thus to base them is the weakness which has so constantly ruined the philosopher; also with deadly results to civics, and thence to cities. Our view should be truly synoptic; a word which had not then become abstract, but was vividly concrete.”

(* see also similar reference in section 8 below)  
                                                                             (in “Cities in Evolution” 1915, p.6 )

“Eutopia, then, lies in the city around us: and it must be planned and realised, here or nowhere, by us as its citizens  -  each a citizen of both the actual and the ideal seen increasingly as one.”
(preface to “Cities in Evolution” 1915, p.xxx)
(3) FROM “THE AESTHETICS OF ARCHITECTURE” BY ROGER    
    SCRUTON
A Marxist quotation cited by the author Roger Scruton:
“The new human type cannot be properly understood without awareness of what he is continually exposed to from the world of things about him. What does it mean for the subject that there are no more casement windows to open, but only sliding frames to shove, no gentle latches but turnable handles, no forecourt, no doorstep before the street, no wall around the garden? Not least to blame for the withering of experience is the fact that things under the law of pure functionality, assume a form that limits contact with them to mere operation, and tolerates no surplus.”

(Theodore Adorno quoted in “The Aesthetics of Architecture”, p.36)
It is pertinent to note that a major work on planning theory in the eighties actually described planning merely as a set of operations.  

(4) FROM “A NEWMAN TREASURY”, ED. BY C.F. HARROLD
Cardinal Newman champions what he calls “the illative sense” to 

guide the mind in matters of conduct or judgement. He writes:
“An ethical system may supply laws, general rules, guiding principles, a number of examples, suggestions, landmarks, limitations, cautions, distinctions, solutions of critical difficulties; but who is to apply them to a particular case?”

Newman’s answer is “the living intellect: a capacity sufficient for the occasion, deciding what ought to be done here and now, under these circumstances.” 
(From “A Newman Treasury”, ed by C.F.Harrold, p.126)
Only the other day a young planner, having applied all the guideline yardsticks with no clear result due to the nature of the site, remarked that it now had to be “a matter of judgement, it was now subjective”. Is this modern demarcation between the objective (essentially drawn up in an abstract, detached way – itself loaded with implicit values) and the subjective really helpful?
(5) A REVIEW IN TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 1991 BY G. KING
“And it is that intuitive core of common sense, frequently denied, that lies at the root of holistic thinking. Holism is not another way to re-introduce the rational comprehensive model – which failed because it was linear, unrelated to the rapidly changing world of circumstances, unconnected to the energetic world of imagination, and so ran out of steam. Genuine holism accepts our partial perceptions of the world and starts from an intuitive, and thus moral, base of respect for our surroundings and for each other; not a gut intuition of hunch and guesswork, but an intuition “in-formed” by experience that in turn “trans-forms” our imaginal and interconnected responses to what might be, enlivens our intellectual grasp of a situation, and prompts appropriate and effective action.”
“Intuition thrives on the tensions that linear logic (alone) ever seeks to resolve: tensions between past, present and future, the ideal and the possible, the individual and the collective; between inner and outer, your profession and mine; between feminine and masculine, my belief and your stereotype”.

                                 (Graham King in TCP Journal June 1991, p. 172)
(6) FROM WEBER’S WORK ON BUREAUCRACY

Weber’s interest in the nature of power and authority, as well as his pervasive preoccupation with modern trends of rationalisation, led him to concern himself with the operation of modern large-scale enterprises in the political, administrative, and economic realm. Bureaucratic coordination of activities, he argued, is the distinctive mark of the modern era. Its major advantage, the calculability of results, also he thought, made it unwieldy and even stultifying in dealing with individual cases.
 The modern judge, Weber stated, “is a vending machine into which the pleadings are inserted together with fee and which then disgorges the judgement together with the reasons mechanically derived from the Code.”  He also wrote:
“Imagine the consequences of that comprehensive bureaucratization and rationalisation which already today (1920’s) we see approaching. Already now…in all economic enterprises run on modern lines, rational calculation is manifest at every stage. By it, the performance of each individual worker is mathematically measured, each man becomes a little cog in the machine and, aware of this, his one preoccupation is whether he can become a bigger cog. It is apparent today we are proceeding towards an evolution which resembles Ancient Egypt in every detail…”
(from Canterbury University website on Glossary of Sociology) 

(7) FROM ARNOLD TOYNBEE’S “A STUDY OF HISTORY”

“When we look into the causes of a civil-service ethos which the twentieth-century Western civil servant thus shared with his professional counterparts in the histories of other civilizations, we find that this ethos was the response to the challenge of pressure exerted by a machine which bore no less hardly upon human souls for being constructed out of psychic instead of metallic materials.”
“The sheer magnitude of the scale of civil-service operations dwarfed and dominated any single concrete piece of civil-service business, with the consequence that, in any official action which a civil-servant had to take, his decision was apt to be determined less by the actual merits of the case n point than by a calculation of the precedents which this or that course of action might or might not create”.

                     (From “A Study of History, Vol. IX, pp. 570-573)
8. FROM ROBERT MACFARLANE’S GUARDIAN ESSAYS ON NATURE  

WRITING

“Note that Kavanagh (the Irish poet), like Aristotle*, does not smudge the “universal” into the “general”. The “general”, for Aristotle, was the lazily broad, the vague and undiscerned. The “universal”, by contrast, consisted of fine-tuned principles, induced from an intense concentration on the particular. K wrote that to know fully even one field or one land is a lifetime’s experience. In the world of poetic experience it is depth that counts, not width. A gap in a hedge, a smooth rock surfacing a narrow lane, a view of a woody meadow…these are as much as a man can fully experience”. 

* see also similar reference to Aristotle by Patrick Geddes in section 2 above 

(From “Where the wild things were”, in The Guardian Review, 30 July 2005)
“Iris Murdoch, unexpectedly, can be of help here. Murdoch’s ethical vision was based upon a concept which she, after Simone Weil, called attention. Attention, Murdoch proposed, is an especially vigilant kind of looking…it teaches us how real things can be looked at and loved without being seized and used, without being appropriated into the greedy organism of the self”.

(From “Only connect”, in The Guardian Review, 26 March 2005)
--------------------------------------------

