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GOWER SOCIETY SOS COALITION OF LOCAL OBJECTORS

BY GRAHAM KING
1. This statement has been prepared by Graham King on behalf of Gower Society SOS, the Coalition formed specifically to contest this Inquiry with the purpose of expressing the views of local organisations, community councils, and individuals on Gower. 
2. Component members of the Coalition have already played an active part in expressing their opposition to the proposal for renewed marine aggregates dredging at the Helwick Bank off Gower. Almost the whole of the south Gower coastline is in protective ownership by members of the Coalition or other objectors. They include the following members:

· The Gower Society – established in 1947 and instrumental in the designation of the peninsula as an AONB in 1956; 

· GSOS (Gower Save our Sands) – established in 1999 to campaign about the evident loss of sand from its beaches, and organising a 30,000 signature petition to the Welsh Assembly Government;

· The National Trust – the national charity founded to protect and preserve special places with ownership of 2,226 ha of land and 26 miles of coast in Gower;
· All Community Councils across Gower representing its southern coastline;

· Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales, devoted to landscape conservation in Wales;

· Other organisations and individuals who have extensively studied

          the issue, or have maintained a professional concern;

· Representatives of the tourism sector which attracts 3.3 million visitors per year, with an estimated yield of £239 million per annum for the local economy. 

3. The Coalition will demonstrate progressive and recent change in the coastal environment, focussing on certain of Gower’s prime beaches. It will refer to sequential observations and records, and will argue that this in turn affects the very purposes for which the AONB was designated just 50 years ago, together with a potential adverse effect on the recreational and tourism economy arising from the possible deterioration of beaches which surveys have established are the most popular feature of Gower. 
4. Concern for Gower arises not only from the remarkable array of international and national designations, but also because of its place in the nation’s heart. The Welsh Assembly Government places an image of Rhossili on its home page under the heading “Improving and Protecting our Environment”. Three Cliffs Bay has just been voted the best beach in Britain in a nationwide poll (Evening Post 17 June 2006), while Rhossili has been described as “the supermodel of British beaches” by The Independent newspaper. It was also named one of the top 25 beaches in the world by the Sunday Times Travel Magazine. To place this remarkable resource at risk is literally unthinkable. 
5. The Coalition also believes it is important to recognise the conflicts in scientific evidence concerning impacts and effects – simply no-one knows; these uncertainties of prediction lead to only one conclusion – that the precautionary principle should be evoked. Even here there is disagreement in evidence before the Inquiry on interpretation of that principle. The Coalition for its part will argue that as was stated in the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development: “where there are threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack of scientific certainty shall not be used as a reason for postponing…measures to prevent environmental degradation.” In our view, to take precaution is a measure most definitely taken beforehand. This is confirmed by Article 6 of the Habitats Directive which states that the National Authority has to make certain that any proposal will NOT affect the integrity of that site. Thus the only effective precautionary measure that can be undertaken is for dredging to stop. 

6. Need is also important. We support IMADP policy SP5 which aims for  redistribution of dredging activity in the Severn Estuary and Bristol Channel both westwards and into deeper waters. There appears to be agreement that Helwick Bank is reducing in size; it cannot therefore be regarded as a sustainable activity and is therefore contrary to the Sustainable Development principles of the Welsh Assembly Government. These recognise the imperative to promote development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.

7. We therefore support the CCW evidence that there is no urgency for the contribution of sand from Helwick Bank to the market; that there are other sources of medium-grained sand available in superior dredging locations; and that to await the outcome of dredging applications in those areas would be the prudent course to take.

8. Finally, reference should be made to the stance of the local authority, the City & County of Swansea. As the supplementary proof of evidence of Malcolm Ridge, for the Gower Society SOS Coalition, makes clear, the authority’s initial Rule 6 statement made the clear inference that the IMADP interpretation of the precautionary principle was wrong and that to invoke it correctly dredging should cease forthwith. It is therefore difficult to understand why they now accept the different conclusion of their expert witness that dredging should continue for another two years to enable further research. The Consortium is disappointed with this volte face, strongly adheres to the position of opposition agreed with the Gower Countryside Forum, and endorses the view of CCW that the available evidence is of sufficient concern to trigger the precautionary principle and require that dredging should cease forthwith.
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